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DAYLILY CULTURE INFORMATION 

Daylilies are low-maintenance perennials whose strap-like foliage and tall flower scapes add texture diversity 

and nice splashes of color to any garden bed.  They are typically sold by the two-fan division, and once 

established in the garden, they will multiply readily into handsome clumps.  Modern daylily cultivars, unlike 

their species ancestors, stay contained in clump form and do not invade the rest of the flower bed with 

rhizomes--those pesky underground shoots that travel several feet or more from the mother plant and push up 

new plants elsewhere in the garden.   

Daylilies are adaptable to almost any soil condition although, like all perennials, they prefer a well-drained, 

well-amended soil and thrive best when given adequate water (rain and supplemental watering).  They are sun 

lovers and prefer to be planted in full sun area.  They will tolerate partial shade but won't produce as many 

flowers or increase as quickly if the direct sunlight they receive is diminished.   

They can remain in place undisturbed for years; however, large clumps of 8-10 divisions are likely to decline in 

flower production and should be dug and divided to renew their vigor, 

A feeding of daylilies in the early spring with a general organic fertilizer or a commercial garden blend (e.g., 

10-10-10 or 12-12-12) is recommended.  A second feeding in the post-bloom time is also helpful as that is when 

most daylilies shift from flower production to multiplying new fans ahead of their winter rest period.  It is also 

helpful to top-dress one's daylily bed with composted leaves and mulch to add more organic material to the soil, 

suppress weeds, and aid in soil moisture retention.  However, keep the mulching material an inch or two away 

from the crown (the base of the plant from which the leaves are ascending) in order to avoid crown rot. 

Daylilies do not function well as cut flowers because their blooms last only one day.  However, in the garden, 

their short-lived bloom time is compensated by the number of blooms a scape produces, and any given cultivar 

will provide an attractive flower display over several weeks as new buds form and open in succession.  Some 

daylilies are "rebloomers," meaning they will produce second or even third scapes from a fan that prolong the 

display season.   

Each cultivar has its own built-in bloom time, ranging anywhere from early (mid-June) to late (mid-August), 

with the majority of cultivars falling in the mid-season.  Peak bloom, when most of the plants will be flowering, 

is typically the second or third week of July.  With attention to this factor, one can create a daylily display that 

will provide beautiful blooms throughout most of the summer until frost time. 

Details about any given cultivar--the official "stats"--can be obtained from a simple search of the database of the 

American Hemerocallis Society at this link: 

http://www.daylilydatabase.org/ 

Just type in the full name of the cultivar in the box below the words "Search the Daylily Database," and it will 

return the information about the bloom's size, the scape's height, its bloom season, and so forth, and in many 

instances the data shows the bloom's photo as well. 
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