
DAYLILY PROPAGATION 

A single daylily plant is referred to as a fan.  Particularly in the post-bloom time, daylilies put on 

a growth spurt, creating new fans from the crown of the original fan--anywhere from one to 

several new fans at a time.  Up to a point, the rate of increase can be stimulated by regular 

watering (about 1" of rain or its watering equivalent per week) and periodic feeding.  

Overfeeding may result in more vegetation but not necessarily in greater bloom production.  This 

natural process of multiplication is the most common way new daylilies come into being. 

Some daylily cultivars are also prone to producing proliferations--tiny plantlets that appear at 

nodes on the scape of the daylily during bloom season.  These proliferations are left on the scape 

as long as possible so that they can be fed by the mother plant.  However, generally, the 

supporting scape will begin dying once the plant's blooms are all spent and any seed pods on the 

scape have been removed.  By this time, tiny nubs of roots are usually visible at the base of 

proliferation.  To harvest the proliferation, simply cut the scape about 2" below the plantlet and 

1" above it, then place the cut segment directly into moistened potting mix so that the root nubs 

are in full contact with the soil, but do not over-bury the plant!  Some daylily growers prefer to 

dust the root nubs with rooting hormone powder before putting them into the potting mix.  Some 

prefer a slightly different method. namely, placing the cut scape segment with proliferation 

attached into a small glass filled with just enough water to bring the root nubs into full contact 

with the water surface yet without submerging the plant itself.  It is left in contact with that water 

until the root nubs mature and begin to elongate into full roots of about 1" or longer.  Then the 

plantlet is put into potting soil as already described.   

In the course of a bloom season, it is common for some blooms to become fertilized by various 

pollen carriers such as bees, moths, and butterflies.  (See the article here on "Daylily 

Hybridizing" for how the gardener can intervene intentionally in this process to create new 

daylilies.)  A fertilized bloom will have a tiny green nubbin that remains on the tip of the stem 

after the spent bloom has dropped off.  This green nubbin is the plant ovary that will swell as the 

seed pod ripens, generally looking something like a small green walnut affixed to the end of the 

old bloom stem by the time it matures.  While the seeds within it will produce new daylily plants, 

they will not be exactly like the parent plant from which they grow!  In all likelihood, the pollen 

that fertilized the bloom will be brought from some other daylily.   

The only way to be sure that a daylily remains true to its cultivar name is to use only the 

divisions of the fans or the plants grown from the cultivar's proliferations.  Daylilies will not 

grow true to the original from any seeds it happens to make! 

 


